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Castle in The Sky
Chapter 1-The Girl who fell from the sky

The members of Sargasso are preparing to practice in an empty stadium. James/Player is feeling rather down, due to Nausicaa leaving. Ace tries to cheer him up by saying there are plenty of other girls out there, to which Player replies that Nausicaa was "unique" and understood him. Ace tells him Nausicaa would not want James to brood on this and says "You never know-what all the wierd stuff that’s happened here-a girl might just fall from the sky!" As they are about to begin, a bright blue light fills the stadium. A girl floats gently down like an autumn leaf, wearing a necklace with a glowing blue stone. She hovers unconscience above a row of chairs. Pik, who reaches her first, takes her in his hands. The moment he has her, the glow from the stone instantly dies, and Pik struggles under her weight. He hands her to James saying "Here you hold her". Kia teases Pik by saying he’s skinny and that the girl doesn’t look heavy. They agree to take her to Bill, ignoring Alan’s protests that they should be practising.

Alan:"What?! Another human? I’ve had enough of that Nausea, or whatever she was called-now another one *Player bites his tail* OUCH!"

So, they take the girl to Bill’s lab. After some examinations and using some strange gadgets with falshing lights, Bill deduces that he girl is 10 years old and has fainted from shock. He also seems very interested in the blue crystal, but Kia tells him he can look at it once the girl has recovered, as taking it would be stealing. So kia, Pik and James take the girl to their home. James puts the girl into his bed while he sleeps on the floor. The next day, Kia and Pik go out to register the girl (all human visitors/residents have to be registered) leaving James to take of her and Ralph. After an hour or so of watching TV, James hears movement upstairs and a soft voice calling out. He finds the girl wandering through the hallway, looking for someone. When she sees him, she’s a little nervous (well James does tower above her and is a dragon) but she soon calms down and starts explaining her story.

Well the girl’s name is Sheeta and she explains that she fell from an airship that she was held hostage on when it was attacked by pirates. Sheeta:"After that my memory is blank...the only thing I remember is falling and then waking up." James:"What about that necklace?" 

Sheeta:"Oh this. It was my mother’s, but then she died and it passed on to me." 

James:"Can I try it on?" 

Sheeta:"Ok." She helps James fasten it around his neck. Then suddenly James jumps off a couch...and lands on the floor in a heap. Sheeta:"Are you alright?" 

James:"I think I had the wrong idea about this necklace. Hey who are those guys outside?"

A couple of anthros are outside. They ring the doorbell. 

Sheeta is suddenly frightened:"They’re sky pirates! They want my necklace."

James:"Get out of sight, I’ll try to lead them away." As Sheeta squeezes into a cuboard, James moves towards the door and opens it. O

ne of the anthros (a red dragon):"Excuse me sir, but have you seen a little girl anywhere?" James:"Yes I have, about a 100 or so." 

The pirates are obviously annoyed but keep their voices light. :"No, we mean a little human girl, about so-tall with pig-tails and a purple dress." James:"Nope." 

But from the cuboard where Sheeta is hiding, a bright blue light streams from between the cracks. The pirates notice it and push past James. Wrenching open the cuboard they see the girl trying to shield the crystal and the light. The pirates try to nab her but James grabs them from behind. The pirates turn on him. Instead they get a facefull of brush as Sheeta hits them over the head with a broom. Together Sheeta and James chase off the pirates. 

Sheeta:"They’ll be back. James, I’m so sorry the crystal light-up. It’s never done that before...It’s all my fault." 

James:"No it wasn’t your fault-they would have searched the house anyway." 

Appropiately enough, Pik and Kia return, and Sheeta once more explains where she is from and about her necklace...oh and also about how 2 pirates tried to capture her and that they now must flee. Well they disguise both Sheeta and James and drop off Ralph at Pik’s mum’s, but just as they are about to leave, a sleek car glides up to them. The window slides down and a heavily shawled old woman peers out. 

:"Have any of you seen this little girl? She’s my grandaughter and I’ve lost her." She hands them a photo of Sheeta. 

Pik:"Hey yeah I did see her!" Everyone gapes at him.

Pik:"She went down that street."-he points to the way they just came. The car rushes off without a second glance. Pik notices the other’s stunned looks. :"What?! It ’s a false trail." Sheeta:"Wow...that was some smart thinking Mr Pik. Now what do we do?"

Chapter 2-The Chase

So they go to Bill’s lab and get him to examine the crystal. He says it is made from a rare stone called Ethirium--which Sheeta has heard of. She says that it was mined in vast quantities 700 years ago (that’s why it’s so rare), and was harnesed by a civilisation to create Laputa-a huge fortress in the sky. It was one of many, but the only one to use Ethirium. All the others either used propellers or advanced jet engines--they all crashed in storms, except Laputa. She also tells them that her family has a traditional name, her’s is LuSheeta Toel Laputa.

They leave the lab-Bill included as he believes that Laputa will be the greatest scientific discovery of the age. But their way is blocked by the sleek car. The pirates-a motly collection of anthros both dragon and griffin step out, along with the old woman. She had thrown off her shawl, revealing a pilot’s outfit and a hard, lined face-with red hair and shrewd eyes. Sheeta starts to back away and then breaks into full run, with her friends close at hand. The pirates pursue in the car. Our protagonists run down an alleyway and into another street-only to find a tank and soldiers waiting for them. Sheeta tells her friends she needs to go and runs over a bridge. Three anthros in suits chase her, but are tripped over by James. He and the others follow Sheeta. On the other side of the bridge however are the pirates!

Sheeta is caught in a hard place. Some of the pirates-a Risso’s dragon and a griffin try to catch her, but are unable too after a shot from the tank that destroys the bridge in the centre-with Sheeta clutching onto a broken piece of pipe, dangling over the edge. Kia reaches her and tries to pull her to safety, but she falls and is grabbed by Pik, who falls and is grabbed by Bill, who falls and is grabbed by James. James struggles to pull the chain of people upwards, whilst the pirates and military watch-not wanting to harm Sheeta. The pirate anthros look nervous 

:"Dola, shouldn’t we do somethin’?" 

The woman-Dola snaps:"Not yet!" 

James losses his gripping and falls. Dola watches eagerly and cries out with joy when a flash of light appears from the tumbling crowd. Sheeta’s neecklace has lit up again and instead of plumitting to the ground, they now start floating gently between buildings. Pik looks terrified and says OMG under his breath. The others on the other hand look amazed, especially Sheeta. She waves to a Dilopho-dragon kid in an apartment-who tries to tell his mum :"Mum! There’s a human girl floating past our window with the band Sargasso." They eventually reach the ground...only to find the army waiting for them. 

Well the anthros are knocked out and Sheeta is captured. The anthros wake up to find they are in a cell and can see, through a thin glass-less window that they are in a fortress. In the main building, the general, a polar dragon is pacing behind a desk, speaking to wingless thresher dragon 

:"This hair-brained mission you’ve sent us on is costly. TDO cannot fund this kind of venture." 

The thresher , who wears dark glasses that obscure his eyes replies cooly:"Now general, Sheeta will comply. She won’t endanger her friends. Now if you excuse me, I must see how our little guest os doing." He departs, flanked by two others in suits and glasses, leaving the general grinding his teeth.

Sheeta is confined to a lavishly furnished room, with a 4-poster bed, large ornate window and a desk covered in presents of clothes and sweets. She is on the bed, pondering when the door opens and the thresher enters:"How are you Sheeta? Do you like our gifts." 

Sheeta does not answer:"Where are my friends?" Thresher:"Now,now your friends are safe as long as you agree to help us." 

Sheeta:"I’ll never help you!" The thresher smiles:"Oh yes you will. Follow me." He leads Sheeta through the fortress and into a storeroom. Sheeta gasps, in the room lying on the floor lies what looks like a human made of metal, one of it’s arms broken and missing a foot 

:"What is it?" 

Thresher:"An artificial life-form, a robot. Laputa was just a myth before this feel from the sky. But what is it made out of, metal? Ceramics? With our limited technology we cannot know. That is why we must go ti Laputa and you’re going to lead us there." 

Sheeta-hurridly:"No, I don’t know where it is." 

the thresher now sounds impatient:"You’re acting silly-LuSheeta Toel Laputa. That city used to be a dominating world power thanks to it’s technology. We don’t want something that could do great harm to be floating up there now do we?"

Thresher-”If you want more proof, come closer. Oh don't worry! He's quite dead.”

Sheeta edges closer. The Thresher points to the robot's chest and to a small, red crest-shaped depression with gold-markings.

Thresher-”See? It's the same markings on your crystal. You see, this crystal also comes from Laputa. And it can only respond to you-LuSheeta Toel Laputa.”

Later on Kia,Pik,James and Bill are released from their cell and marched along a corridor under guard. They round a corner and see Sheeta being led by the Thresher. James runs towards her and hugs her.

The Thresher-”I'm terribly sorry about your troubles, there's been a great misunderstanding. We had no idea you helped Sheeta get away from those pirates.”

Sheeta-”Everyone, please listen. Forget about Laputa, about my crystal....and me...”

Kia- shocked-”But how could we forget you!”

Pik-”You're an amazing person.”

Thresher-”It's been decided that the search for Laputa will be made secretly by the army, with Sheeta's co-operation. Time to go”

He pull Sheeta from James' arms and thrusts a roll of pounts into Pik's hands

Thresher-”Compensation for your troubles.”

James,Pik,Kia and Bill return to the Rance’s home, dejected and saddened. But as they open the door, hands grab them and they forced to the floor, hands tied up. The pirates have broken in and are now gorging themselves on food. Pik:"Hey! That’s our’s you thieves!" 

Dola:"Oh pipe down you! We’re pirates, we steal and plunder-no exceptions!" She tore of a large piece of bread with her teeth and swallowed it :"We’re not cowards, unlike you-abandoning Sheeta." 

Kia"We did not.." but she’s interupted by a gleeful cry from the Risso’s dragon searching their pockets 

:"Hey Dola, can I keep these pounts?" 

Dola lets out a scathing sound:"So you sold her did you. Ha!" A morse code radio nearby starts tapping. Dola pushes the food and drink off the table (with unhappy outbersts from the pirates) and pulls it to the table. She listens through a headphone:"They’re calling for an airship-Goliath! C’mon boys, let’s go!" T

he pirates yell with excitement, jamming on helmets and goggles, they run outside. James :"Wait! What about us?" 

Dola:"Ha! You can just stay there."

James:"But we want to help Sheeta also." One of pirates pops his head back in and jeers :"James loves Sheeta!" but retreats when Dola glares at him. 

Dola:"Mmmm, I guess you could persuade Sheeta to co-operate. You know it could be dangerous?" Pik/Josh:"Danger?" 

James:"I’d do anything to save her." 

Dola takes out a knife and cuts their bonds. They move outside, to where four strange machines lay on the ground. They looked like insects with a beetle shaped metal bodies, and four wings of a fine glass-like material. The pirates start the engines and the wings vibrate with gentle hums. The protagonists split up-Bill goes with one pirate in a machine, Pik and Kia with another and James goes with Dola. Dola:"Strap yourselves in and take off!" The wings extent and start vibrating faster and they take off (Pik whimpering). Once airborne, they start flying in the direction of the fortress.

Chapter 3-Fallen Warrior

Sheeta meanwhile is sitting near the window of her room, looking out at the sunrise. She digs in her memories, remembering her grandmother telling her a "spell" as she called it, whenever she was in danger.It had been a strange word, at first she could not say it-but since there was nothing else to do, she whispers it. Her crystal instantly lights up and streams of turquoise light shoot out in all directions-rattling the windows and causing the curtains to billow.Unknown to anyone, the lights on the robot’s head start to light up and it shakely tries to stand-slipping on the floor due to it’s missing limbs.

The Thresher bursts into Sheeta’s room, eyes wide with excitment "I knew it!The sacred light.The ancient doccuments were true." 

He tries to take it from Sheeta, but recoils as if burned. He glares at Sheeta, who backs away. Thresher:"Tell me the code-what are the secret words?" At the entrance to the storeroom, two soldiers hear something and opne the doors...to find the robot right behind it. They hurridely close the doors, but the robot fires a laser from one of it’s eyes and the door and most of the doorway explodes. The robot moves out and into the spiral tower. Soldiers cry out in shock as it looks up and starts to climb the stairs. A large metal firedoor close ontop of the lower levels-but the robot fires another laser and the door melts-molten metal flowing like lava. The Thresher and Sheeta look from a wooden bridge over the tower. Sheeta shrieks in terror, but the Thresher stares 

"Look at the power of it!" The robot keeps moving, unaffected by the molten metal or the bullets fired at it. 

Thresher "Yes, I understand now." he swings Sheeta around so that she faces him "It’s your crystal, the sacred light brought the robot back to life.The way to Laputa has been opened!" Sheeta:"Let me go!"The robot seems to hear Sheeta’s cry and looks up.

The robot shoots a thinner laser beam from it’s smaller eye, which slices the bridge in two. The thresher and his other two agents dash to one side, while Sheeta is trapped on the other. Th robot spreads out it’s arms (one missing most of the arm and hand) and a thin membrane extends from the lower arms. A pair of exhausts also extend from it’s back and ignite. Flying clumbslly and smashing into walls, it eventually land underneath the ledge of the Thresher-who runs away. It looks up to Sheeta and then leaps to her ledge. Sheeta flees up a spiral staircase up to the top of the tower-the robot crawling after her. As soon as she reaches the top, light bursts from the crystal again, this time in a single beam and points to the sky. Th

e Thresher-on another level also sees the beam and grins. He phones the general on Goliath :"This is Col. Muska, we know now the direction to Laputa." 

Behind Sheeta, part of the tower collapses as the robot forces itself out. Sheeta is now trapped. But the robot places a hand to the crest on it’s chest and another beam of light shoots out of the crystal and into the robot’s crest. But a shell from a turret smashes into the robot-creating a huge dent in it’s chest. Sheeta is thrown into the stone parapet and knocked out--her crystal falls to the ground. Soldiers start climbing the ruins, cheering as they see the fallen robot. Two grab Sheeta and start shaking her roughly, trying to waken her. But then the robot’s head snaps up and starts shooting at the soldiers (not killing any but causing them to retreat). Cradeling Sheeta in it’s hand, it starts firing on all of the turrets, causing them to cave in and then explode, until the sky turns red from fire and ash.

Meanwhile, the four pirate flaptors fly over a hill and spot the fortress (having made a stop to pick up Ace and Poseidon, much to Dola’s displeasure "I’M NOT RUNNING A LUXURY CRUISE" ). 

Dola "Looks like some kind of war going on." Pirate:"Captain, Goliath is moving." 

The airship is starting to rise and moves towards the tower with the robot. In the robot’s hand, Sheeta wakes and looks in horror at the ruined buildings and flames, then at the robot which is still firing at everything around it :"Stop it! You’re destroying everything!" 

She clambers up it’s body and puts her arms around it’s head. Meanwhile, 

Dola:"If we continue on this route, we’ll be in the line of fire." 

Kia:"There she is!" 

Dola:"What?" 

Kia:"On top of that tower." Sheeta is still clinging onto the robot’s head, while Goliath hover ominously above it, turrets pointed downwards. Dola:"All for one and all for mom, cover me" 

She drives her flaptor towards Sheeta and the robot, while the others fly at Goliath. Dola and James swoop over the walls and circle the tower. James extends his hand "Sheeta!" Sheeta looks up at the familar voice. Dola tries to get in closer, but the blade of the flaptor hits one of the parapets and the whole craft shakes. Sheeta tries to get closer, but the robot grabs. 

Sheeta-"But they’re here to help, let me go!" 

The robot gently places her on the parapet. Sheeta stares at it, then Goliath fires a shell and it hits the robot, smashing open it’s body. The blast cause Dola to retreat. 

She circles again :"It’s now or never, I’ll go in and you grab her James." The robot extends a hand to Sheeta, it’s body burning and starting to melt. Sheeta takes it’s fingures and shakes her head, as though not wanting to believe her guardian is dead. The flaptor comes in again. Sheeta turns from the robot and is pulled to safety by James. Dola:"Hang on girl!" and with a whoop of laughter she flies away.

The Thresher, Muska, rushes out and curses :"An entire army and their getting away!"

He looks up at Goliath, but the pirates circle round it, thick coloured gas spurting from their exhausts. The ships are too tiny to be shot down by Goliath’s turrets. All four flaptors now fly away from the fortress. The general now runs towards Muska, panting and coughing from the smoke :"Muska! What happened to the robot?" Muska:"We destroyed it." He points to the melted remains "and the girl escaped." 

The general barks out a curse and then shouts to the soldiers :"Organise a pursuit team and ready Goliath!" 

One of the agents whispers to Muska, who follows them to the base of the tower. One of the agents points at a pile of rubble. Muska spots the crystal glimmering and touches it tentatively with a fingure-but the stone is cold. 

He picks it up "It still poses it sacred light." A thin beam blooms from the crystal "Pointing to Laputa" the Thresher grins "You may tell the general, we’ll be departing on time.

Meanwhile, the flaptors glide over countryside.Sheeta is still in a state of shock and is gripping James’ hand for comfort. 

One of the pirates (a griffin) "Hey Sheeta, you ok" A red dragon "If I did something wrong, I’d like to apologise." 

Dola:"We all did something wrong, taking these clowns with us. Well we can put you down near your home.." 

Sheeta "Wait captain, we need to go to Laputa. We can’t let Muska get his hands on it." 

Dola"I don’t see what’s in it for me since you lost the crystal."

Sheeta "Please, I just want to stop anyone else getting hurt or killed like that robot.I don’t care about Laputa’s treasure, you can keep it."

Dola considers for a moment and then says "So you don’t wanna plunder, but still want to go to Laputa, I guess there could be worst reasons for becoming a pirate."

Chapter 4-On Board the Tigermoth

Out from a nearby valley rises an airship-much smaller then Goliath. It’s main bulk consited of a large, hanger for the flaptors, with a gantry. Two large wings extend from the body, each with a propeller and seemingly made of a wooden frame and cloth. Jutting in front of the ship was a metal frame leading to a cokpit, consisting of a horizontal metal cylinder and a cone in front, it looked like a bird’s head. 

Dola-"There she is, the Tiger Moth!" At the back of the ship, a large door opens-another pirate, a Delwing shouts "Ahoy, Captain!" and wave two beacons-one red and one green to guide them. Dola pilots her craft carefully over to the entrance. A metal claw grabs her craft and positions it onto a metal rail, where it speed and stops with a loud THUMP into a buffer, Dola"And disembark" James steps off and stand on something soft "Woah, what’s this ship made out of, cloth?" 

Dola "And don’t you rip it!" 

With another CRASH, the flaptor with Kia,Pik and their griffin pilot "let’s go above deck" Sheeta tentively steps out of the hanger and onto the gantry. A sudden gust of wind pushes her against the railings. 

Dola from the cabin "You’re going the wrong way. C’mon I don’t like slowpokes!" 

Sheeta "i’m not a slowpoke, the wind just..." But, relising she’s not listening, Sheeta meekly follows, along with Kia, and James (who is now an animal) Bill meanwhile is taken to the engine room, by a Risso’s dragon "As you can see this this room is full of gears and gizmos."

Bill "What a fantastic engine room" 

Pirate-"Is that what this is called? Hey Pom, you in here?-got an assistant for you." 

A tiny burrow dragon wearing thick glasses and grimy overalls pops out from a opening in the floor "Don’t yell at me! I can hear you. Believe me sometimes I wish I couldn’t. I need someone with technical skill and expertese, not some lily-livered ground-dweller. Well come on assistant, let’s see what you can do."

The pirate whispers to Bill "Be careful, he’s even tougher than Dola." 

Bill joins Pom under the main engine-where Pom is trying to reach a piston "Ugh, my arms aren’t what they used to be." 

Bill:"Here let me." Meanwhile in the cabin Dola, Sheeta,Pik and Kia study a map, while James rubs his head dog-like against Sheeta’s leg. 

Dola- "The beam from the crystal was pointing directly east. You sure about this?" 

Sheeta-"Yes, I could see the sun rising from the tower.It’s the end of grass-cutting season so sun rose not due east, but a little to the south. The light pointed right from the sun." 

Dola eyes her impressively "Pretty smart" then to the Delwing at a radio "Found anything?" 

Pirate-"Not a single thing Captain" 

Dola-"They’re jamming the airwaves so we can’t find them." 

Pik-"How can we catch them if they’re faster than us" 

Dola-Well we’re cruising on the windward side of them. And according to my calculations," she studies an abacus, "With a wind velocity of 10, it looks like we’ll catch em!" She pulls down a speaker and barks "ATTENTION ALL HANDS, now hear this. Goliath is on it’s way to Laputa, we’re gonna set sail and go after them. If we go now, we’ll catch the trade winds and be on their heels by tomorrow. The 1st person to spot Goliath will receive 10 gold coins. And if the stories of Laputa are true, there’ll be enough booty to make an honest pirate of us all. NOW LOOK ALIVE AND GET TO WORK, LET’S SHOW THEM WHAT THE DOLA PIRATES ARE MADE OF." 

All of the ship was suddenly alive with movement. The two wings turn, so that the propellers are now at the front instead of in hover-mode. The back propellers start spinning too. The Tiger Moth rises swiftly up into the sky.

Dola leads Sheeta from the cabin "Gotta start talking like a real pirate." Sheeta "I’ve been practicing, um Harrr matey! Sh-shiver me timbers?" 

Dola (unimpressed) "Keep practicing." 

They enter Dola’s cabin,a small but comfy room. Dola starts rumaging in some drawers "Now you gotta dressing like a pirate. Here." She shoves a large pair of trousers at Sheeta, much too big for her 

Sheeta"these are..." 

Dola:"What?" 

Sheeta "..nice" 

Sheeta emerges from the cabin wearing the trousers (with a very long belt) and a yellow shirt. She follows Dola, attracting the attention of many of the pirate anthros, until they reach a room. Dola-"This is where you’ll be working, the galley." The galley was a tiny, cramped kitchen-like room. All of the worksurfaces were covered with dirty cutlery and left-over food. "I want it ship-shape in an hour." 

Sheeta-horrified "B-but..." 

Dola-"With this many on board, you’ll be serving 5 meals a day." She opens the door and several of the pirates (who were listening at the door) tumble in. Dola looks down at them "Looking for something gentlemen?" The pirates grin guiltily and then scram, Dola shouting at them. Alone, Sheeta grimicies and rolls up her sleeves. Meanwhile, her friends are doing mixed work, mainly maintaining the ship. Poseidon demonstrates his abilities by sending equiptement flying to where needed. James also helped, but when in animal mode, just messed around-but Dola didn’t mind "Always wanted a ship’s pet anyway."

Meanwhile, a thin strip of steam flows from the galley’s chimney. The Red dragon pirate edges to the porthole and peers in, to see Sheeta chopping up vegetables and putting them into a pot of soup. The Red dragon knocks on the door,quickly makes sure he is smart looking and enters. Sheeta "I’m afraid nothing’s ready yet, I’m still cooking. It took me a long time to clean everything." 

The pirate clears his throat. 

Sheeta:"Yes, what is it?" 

The pirate "Erm..I..I finished my work and come here to offer you my help." 

Sheeta smiles "That’s kind of you. Can you hand me those plates over there please?" 

Red dragon "Of course my little angel....WHAT ARE YOU DONG HERE?" 

He spots a griffin pirate peeling potatoes, who mumbles "helping" 

Red Dragon-"I thought you had a stomach ache." The door opens and a Midus dragon enters "I’ve brought flowers for you Sheeta!" 

Red dragon-"YOU?!" 

The Midus Dragon instantly looks embarassed. In the evening, Dola and the burrow dragon Pom are playing chess in Dola’s cabin. 

Pom "What’s gotten into you my dear? It’s not like you to challenge a ship like Goliath. The odds are against you." 

Dola-"I’m after treasure that’s all." 

Pom laughs "I must admit,these new friends really grow on you." 

Dola "What do you mean by that?"

Pom-"Oh nothing, but that little girl reminds me of you not so long ago. Oh look, checkmate!" 

In the galley, all of the pirates and James are eating ravenously, while Pik,Kia and Bill eat normally. Sheeta stands next to the pot, looking nervous at the feeding frenzy.

At night, nearly everyone is asleep in hamocks or on the floor of the crew’s quaters--all except Dola and Sheeta (in the captain’s cabin),Billy and a couple of pirates who take turns in running the ship. 

The Risso’s Dragon taps James’ head "C’mon time to get to work Take this, it’s cold." 

He hands James a long over-coat and leads him outside. Sheeta, hearing a noise outside, sees him and the pirate. 

The pirate leads James to a ladder "Keep your eyes peeled and don’t fall asleep." 

James (sleepily) "Aye, aye." and flies up to the crow’s nest. Sheeta (watched unknowingly by Dola) sneaks out of the cabin and climbs the ladder, landing next to James, who jumps.

"SHEETA! You scared me." 

Sheeta "Sorry, I...AAAGH! I stept on something squishy-Billy, what are you doing here?" 

Bill-(grumpyily)"There wasn’t any room in the quaters, so I came here. Also I wanted to see Laputa when we reach it." 

Sheeta looks troubled "I...I don’t want to go to Laputa." 

Bill-"Don’t want to go? You mean you lied to Dola?" 

Dola listens in her cabin through a speaker, looks suprised, but relaxes when Sheeta says "No, I didn’t lie about the crystal. I’m just so scared that someone else dies like the robot.It died to save me, all because of a word or spell my grandmother told me." 

Bill "Spells don’t exist.What you said was probably a code to activate the robot." Sheeta "Well whater they are, myy mum taught me all sorts of codes...including a "spell of destruction"-which she told me never to use. I was so frightened when I learned it,what if Laputa has the same power that can be used for evil? I wish I had thrown the crystal away." 

James-"Then we’d have never met and Laputa would still exist."

Bill-"That’s right, someone would discover it eventually, and we can’t let Muska and TDO get it. Imagine the pain and suffering it would cause."

Dola is about to turn off the speaker, when James’ voice says "What’s that under the ship?" 

Sheeta-"Oh no!" 

James-"Oh no" is right. Captain, it’s Goliath under our bow." 

Dola bursts from her cabin, wearing a nightdress and slippers, as Goliath bursts from the clouds like a submarine. 

Dola "Harbet runner full steam ahead!" 

The Tigermoth swerves away from Goliath-as search-lights appear and start looking for them. Goliath starts iring on Tigermoth, but stops when the smaller ship sinks beneath the clouds. Goliath also decends into the clouds. 

On board Goliath, the General turns to Muska, seated infront of a compass with the crystal ontop of it-"Why don’t you go after them Muska, destroy them?" 

Muska-"I don’t need to waste my energy on a wild goose chase" he points to the crystal "Besides, we’re running on schedule." 

Meanwhile, the Tigermoth is being battered by strong winds. 

Dola-"It was farther North than I figured." She pulls down a speaker "James and Bill, listen carefully.Everything will be ruined if we loose track of Goliath.Watch her and keep us on course.The crow’s nest can be turned into a kite. See the handle on the bulkhead?Turn it clockwise" James-"Got it." A metal frame rises from the back of the nest. 

Dola-"Turn the handle on the frame to open the wings.You’ll have to get the hang of fling it on your own" 

Bill and Sheeta obey, unfurling a white sails and a tail-fin. 

Dola-"Are you up there Sheeta?" 

Sheeta-"Yes" 

Dola-"Best you come down right now." 

Sheeta-"Why?!" 

Dola (annoyed)"Because you’re female, this is man’s work!" 

Sheeta-"But you’re female Captain. I grew up in the mountains, I can do this." 

James-"Sheeta, no!" 

Sheeta-"Quite!" then to the speaker "James and Bill agree with me."

Dola blinks in suprise, but then laughs "Alright me hearty, once you take off, you’ll have to use the phone to-" the phone suddenly rings, Dola answers it. 

Sheeta’s voice "you mean this phone?" 

Pirate-"wow, she is good." 

Bill-through headseat-"Right, we’re good to go." Dola-"Aye aye, anchors aweigh." 

The tiny craft blasts from Tigermoth, attached by a metal rope and rises. It floats above the clouds. Sheeta "Can’t see anything, they must be beneath the clouds." 

Dola’s voice-"Perhaps,but they could be above you.Keep your eyes peeled. Also there’s a storm ahead, so be careful." 

James-"I’ve found some rope, let’s tie ourselves together." 

In the cabin...Pirate-"The mecury is dropping really fast." 

Dola-"We lost our luck.What a rotten time for a storm.When is sun-rise?"--"In one hour" 

In the kite, the friends spot the sun rising. 

Sheeta-"Wait, the sun is comming up from the wrong place. We should be heading East, not North." 

Back in the cabin-Dola, on the phone-"What do you mean we’re heading North?"-she looks at the compass "Something’s confusing our compass." Sheeta-"there!" 

Dola-"What? Is it Goliath?" 

Bill-"No it’s a cloud, and I’ve never seen one like this." 

Sheeta-"It’s headng right for us!" A huge, cyclone-like cloud looms from the distance. 

Dola-"I won’t captain my ship into the eye of a storm. Pull back!" But the ship’s wings and propellers are so battered by wind, that turning back impossible. 

James-"We’re being pulled in"

Dola-"We can’t help you.You’ll have to ride it out, good luck!" 

Meanwhile--Pom-"DOLA!The eninges can’t take it!" 

Dola-"What do you want me to do about it,just do your best." she looks out of a porthole "The clouds are breaking up!"

The kite goes through a dark cloud, but emerges into bright skies. 

James;"Look, we’re above the ocean"

The island looks tiny compared to Tigermoth from their height. They sail just next to the middle of the storm. 

Dola-"It’s a hurricane!" 

Bill-"I know, we’re going in." 

Meanwhile. 

Pirate-"We’ll be sucked in" 

Dola-"If there’s one thing I can’t stand, it’s a quitter." 

Sheeta-"Captain, Laputa’s in there." 

Dola-"Where?" 

Sheeta-"It’s in the middle of the storm." 

Dola-"It can’t be. It’d be smashed to pieces." Sheeta-"Look out!"

Goliath looms out of the clouds again. 

Dola-"Boys we have a dilemma! It’s Goliath off the port bow!"

Goliath starts firing on Tigermoth-hitting the tail-fin and the back-propellas and one the wings, causing the craft to lurch. One missle hits the cable kite’s anchor. The Kite veers out of control-into the swirling winds of the hurricane. On Goliath, the General watches the back of Tigermoth burst into flames and it too is pulled into the storm-"We did it! Got ’em!" 

Captain-"If we don’t turn Muska, we’ll hit that storm." 

Muska-"All ahead full." 

Captain-"Sir?" 

Muska-"The light is pointing directly into the cenre of the whirlwind. Laputa is in that storm, I won’t retreat." The kite tumbles through darkness. Lightning flashes in streaks, looking like serpents. Bill struggles to try and control the kite, but the winds are too strong. Suddenly they are tossed upwards and into the middle. They float gently downwards now, the gy-rope drgging behind them-but it catches something. The kite is tugged back and topples onto grass, surrounded by clouds. The three passengers lie exhausted on the ground, as the clouds around them begin to disperse.

Chapter 5-Laputa

They lie on a circular patch of grass andcovered with wild flowers, looking like a platform-with a bridge made of stone onto a larger area of land. As more of the clouds clear,statues,columns,pillars and arch-ways are revealed-some collapsed, some still standing but all covered in ivy and creepers. Ornamental ponds and the remains of canals glitter in the sun. Below the platform, are two layers of walls, with circular towers-connected by bridges to the main building. The castle itself was in the centre- a series of white building-made of stone slabs in strange shapes, almost like jigsaw puzzle pieces.The roof was made mostly of a bronze-like metal-but with glass on top, through which a vast canopy of trees had burst out of. Bill is the first to regain consience-blinking at the flowers close to his face and then at the castle-his mouth wide open. He looks over at James and Sheeta, and starts trying to wake them. First James wakes and then Sheeta, who stares at the castle and mouths-"Laputa" 

Bill-"We made it" 

James stands up-Sheeta and Bill are forced upwards. 

James-"Oops, we’re still tied together! I’ll get it." As he starts to cut the rope, a strange sound comes from nearby-grating and rumbling. They look up to see a machine crossing the bridge towards them-a robot. This one of a different design to the one at the fortress. It had a pair of tracks, and a large box-shaped head-with two red lights for eyes and the Laputa crest above the eyes on a turret-like body-with a large pair of arms with three-fingered claws. The three back away as it comes closer. It stops near the kite.It’s eyes flash and makes a bleeping sound-as though trying to communicate. It extends it’s arms and grabs the kite. 

James-"Hey you’re going to break it!" 

Sheeta-"please stop. We can’t get home without that"

The robot looks up,bleeps again,then lifts the kite up-revealing three tiny eggs. A pair of finches-that had been circling the patform, now swoop into the nest. 

Sheeta-"oh, he was just trying to protect it."

The robot carries the kite and places it on a bare patch of cobblestone. It turns and gives another series bleeps then trumdles back across the bridge. 

Sheeta-"He wants us to follow him." 

Bill-"How do you know?" 

Sheeta-"I just do." 

They follow the robot through what was once a well kept garden, but which was know over-grown with an assortment of plants-but still had a beauty to it. As they pass a strip of water, a couple of Dwarf Claw Dragons, around 50cm long, dive into the water. 

Sheeta rushes to the water’s edge and peers in-"There’s a whole street down there!" 

She peers at a wide street,which would have once been a bustling market-place, but now covered in algae with schools of tiny fish darting amongst them. The robot trundles through an entrance to one of the main buildings. Inside is what looks like a minature forest-with exotic trees,ferns and flowers, with butterflies,parrots,lizards,fairy dragons and other small animals living amongst them. 

Bill-"I’ve never seen so many species in one place." 

Sheeta-"That Thresher said that Laputa once dominated the world, so maybe they collected these plants and animals from where they went." They reach the central building-where a huge tree stands in the middle of a clearing. It was the same size a four-storey building and was at least 40meters wide. At it’s trunk was a smooth black stone-with Laputa’s symbol carved on it and a list of names in Laputian. 

Sheeta-"Someone left flowers."She points to a few vases, with an assortment of diiferent types of plants in them.

Sheeta looks up at the robot that stands nearby like a sentinal,-"Did you put them here." 

The robot does not respond. 

Bill-"Wait, that’s a different robot." He taps it and waves his hand in front of it’s eyes-"None of the systems are working" 

James-"There are more of them" At the tree’s base several robots-both humanoid and tank-like- lie deactivated and overgrown. 

Sheeta-"They must have protected the garden, and they’re still protecting it" 

The robot they were greeted by returns, a vase of lillies clutched in it’s hands. It extends the vase to Sheeta-"Oh you brought more flowers." 

She takes them from the robot (who leaves) and places them on the memorial. 

BANG! Birds start shrieking and fly from their nests, as explosions start rocking the castle. The three run back out of the main building-flocks of flamingos flying past them-and along one of the outer wall to see Goliath (about a third of Laputa’s size)-soldiers pouring out of it onto one of the lower levels, with the remains of Tigermoth lying nearby.

Sheeta-"There’s Dola and the rest.Come on, if we don’t help them, they’ll be hanged" 

Meanwhile, a soldier runs outand adresses the general-"Sir, we’ve found a way in" He holds up a gold necklace encrusted with rubies "Just a sample of what we’ve found, the city’s full of treasure" 

The general spots the pirates looking longingly at the necklace-"Wouldn’t you like to have this? Well I’ve got a different kind of necklace for you..Muska have you radioed a report on Laputa’s discovery" 

Muska-distastefully-"I was just about to" 

General-"Well see if you can make it hard to decode." He rushes away. 

Muska grins-"The perfect thing to throw those fools off the scent."

Meanwhile Sheeta,Bill and James run down a flight of stairs, which end in a huge drop-with huge roots from the trees above at one side. James-"Hope you’re good at climbing Sheeta." They begin to climb amongst the roots, but stop at a window. Inside is a large, hallway like room made from a dark blue stone and many valts sealed off. Soldiers rush in all direction-knocking down the doors to the valts and gathering treasure into one large mound-ignoring the elaborated pictures on the walls. 

Bill-disgusted-"What a load greedy thieves! Those artifacts belong in a museum." 

Sheeta-"If they reach the garden..." 

Bill-"We need that crystal. I was wondering why the storm had parted-if it hadn’t, Goliath wouldn’t have been able to land." 

Sheeta-"Because of my crystal" 

Bill-"I’m prepared to bet my horn (unicorn horn, not the OTHER kind of horn). And now Laputa’s been re-activated by the holder of the crystal.If that thresher can control Laputa, who knows how much damage he can do." 

Sheeta thinks for a minute then-"The spell of destruction! It could...someones coming!" They dive under a platform, as a soldier appears above. They make their way closer to Goliath, hiding behind roots.

James-"What is that?"A huge dark semi-sphere is right underneath the castle building-covered in vines.

Bill-"Probably the reason why the agent is so interested in Laputa...I see a way to the others."

They climb off the roots onto the platform around the black sphere and then run over under an arch-underneath Tigermoth. The next column of the arch hangs in the air-supported from above,with the remains of a waterduct and with only a few pieces of mosaic tiles at it’s base.

James-"I’ll go first." 

He jumps over, but the tiles shatter under his weight.Luckily he grabs the next block of the column. Sheeta (who had grabbed Bill’s arm in alarm) and Bill hear a noise behind them and retreat into the shadow of the arch-as Muska and his two collegues approach the wall of the sphere. Muska-with the crystal-"Ah, here it is" he points to a marking on the black stone-it’s identical in shape to the crystal. Muska places the crystal near it-both light up and a section of the wall disapears revealing a corridor. 

One of the agents turns as James cries out as another piece of the column falls.-"It’s one of the pirtaes!" He pulls out a pistol and fires,barely missing James. 

Sheeta rushes out and lundges at the agent yelling-"Bill help James!" 

The other agent aims his gun at Sheeta,but Muska grabs it-"Don’t shoot." He snatches at one of Sheeta’s pigtails roughly and holds fast-"Well,well,looks like we caught a little princess." James, who is in the waterduct with Bill shouts-"Don’t hurt her!"The agent fire on him again-grazing his cheek.

The soldiers above rush over-"Col. what’s happening?" 

Muska-draging Sheeta to the corridor"We’ve found another pirate.And there are two others under your feet." The soldiers start shooting at the opening to the tunnel then throw a hand grenade into it.The force of it causes Dola(who is under the tunnel) to jump and smoke billows out.She looks at the others staring at her-"That wasn’t me!"

Dola looks down as the bricks underneath her legs are removed.Bill’s face appears-"Hi captain.Sheeta’s been captured," Dola and the pirates look away from him, pretending he’s not there "When I cut your ropes make a run for it." He takes out a a pen knife and cuts the ropes binding Dola’s hands,then hands the knife to her-"Good luck Captain." 

Dola-"Wait a minute" after checking she’s not being watched,she puts her foot into the hole and pulls up her legging-a hand-cannon and two cartragies.

Bill-handing them to James-"Thank you." Meanwhile, the general kicks aside treasure in anger-"What do you mean, Muska’s destroyed the radios?" 

Soldier-"He must have done it while most of the men were outside, several of the guards have been injured." 

The office comes running up-"Sir,we’ve spotted Muska heading for the black dome below with those two agents and the girl with him." 

General-"So,Muska reveals his true nature. Find and arrest him! Shoot anyone who resists" All of the soldiers file out and surround the dome. Bill and James watch from some roots,then fly to the bottom of the dome.Inside the dome, Muska and Sheeta (hands tied behind her) with the agents descend ito a spacious area on a balck cube covered in hieroglyphs.The room is dark and made of more black cubes with similar hieroglyphs.More cubes are arranged in a tower at the room’s centre.

One of the agents-"Where are we?" 

Muska-"The centre of Laputa, the castle above us means nothing.All of Laputa’s scientific knowledge is contained in this chamber." Their cube reaches a halt and a doorway appears.Muska pushes Sheeta in "Ladies first.You may wait here gentlemen." The doorway seals itself when they enter.

Sheeta and Muska descend another lift and arrive at a large chamber also made of balck stone and covered with roots.Muska gasps-"What happened! These roots are not meant to be here!"

He pulls out a note book and starts flicking through it, muttering-"Horrible things.I’ll have them burned." Then to Sheeta-"this way" 

He leads her down a corridor,looking disgusted at the roots lining the walls and floor. Muska notices the corridor ends in a tangle of roots.He pushes past Sheeta and starts ripping them apart until he finds a black seal with Laputa’s symbol on it. He presses the crystal agianst the seal and it opens-a dazzling light pouring out. Inside is a circular chamber, the source of the light coming from a tangle of roots at the centre-light streaming through the gaps.The floor of the room is completely covered by reeds. 

Muska-"Not here too!" he starts pushing throught the reeds, cursing under his breath, then tears apart the roots, crying when he clears them-"At last! The largest Ethirium crystal ever and the source of all Laputa’s power." He starts searching nearby, findng a stone tablet-"The black stone,just as the legend says." He starts studying his notes feverishly,swatting away insects flitting around him. 

Sheeta watching him-"Who are you?" 

Muska-"Yes my dear,I too have a secret name. Mine is Romoska Palo Laputa." Sheeta gasps. Muska-"Laputa was a mixed society, we have similar ancestors. But then they descided to leave Laputa and live on the ground,what a mistake"

Outside,the dome shakes as the army tries to blast a way in. 

Soldier-"The explosives have no effect! This is no ordinary stone" 

General-"Then use all of the dynamite we have." Muska’s voice suddenly speaks, as though through a speaker-"General,there’s no need to do that.You may come in." Muska passes Sheeta’s crystal over the tablet’s hieroglyphs-which glow red.In the first chamber, several cubes start moving-some come off the wall and into the centre,some go back to their original places-knocking gently into each other creating a gong-like sound.The agents,who have been trying to find a way out-are thrown aside by the cubes. James and Bill,who are clinging to vines,notice a hole appear in the dome wall-then a cone shaped object thrust itself out, 5 others appearing around a hole in the center of the dome-creating a ring.The General stands in front a corridor that has just appeared. 

Muska-"Really General,I don’t see why you hesistate.Please come in." 

General-"Blast! All right, follow me."

All of the soldiers charge in.Bill and James watch as the center of the dome lowers revealing a regtangular glass structure with 4 chutes on each side-with the soldiers inside.

General-"Come out Muska!" 

From the roof,3 holograms appear-Muska,Sheeta and the tablet,floating above the floor. 

General-"Muska!" 

Muska-"Quiet commoner, you are in the presence of the king of Laputa.I intend to rivive the Laputian kingdom to it’s former glory." 

General-"You have no right." 

Muska-"You think laws can stop me?! Well,let me give you a taster-prepare yourselves for the thunder of Laputa"

Muska passes the crystal over the tablet once again. From the cone-like pylons bursts red electricity-which condenses to form a ball which plummets to the ocean below. A huge explosion erupts from the water and a huge mushroom-cloud floats towards Laputa.

Muska-”The fire that decimated Stolis and turned it into a desert. Once again the world will tremble before the power of Laputa.”

General-”Well Muska, I can only say that you're a credit to our country. As such you deserve this reward.”

He fires his pistol at Muska until he runs out of bullets-with no effect on Muska, who smirks-”I've really had enough of your incredible stupidity.”

He is about to pass the crystal over the tablet again, but Sheeta slams her chin on top of his hand, screaming-”RUN EVERYONE!” to the soldiers. Muska punches her and turns back, some soldiers already starting to run, and shrieks-”GOODBYE! ENJOY THE RIDE!” The floor of underneath the soldiers disappears. The general and several others fall into the abyss. Muska's hologram laughs coldly as it fades away. In the corridors the soldiers flee-as robots appear from hidden alcoves and charge towards the platform.

Pik-”More robots!”

Dola-”Make a run for it!”

They dash into the Tigermoth's hanger

Dola-”Check the flaptors.”

Pirate-”They're good to go. C'mon let's leave.”

Dola-”Hush up, they don't know we're here,” she looks out of a porthole “Tarnation! Now where are those three, I won't leave without 'em."

Muska meanwhile grabs Sheeta by the shirt-"You had better be gracious to the new king,"

He pushes her away "You and I will be spending quite a lot of time together." 

He turns to the tablet. An image of Goliath appears. "look at the fools. Pathetic! It useless to fight me." 

Goliath starts firing on the black dome-blasting James and Bill into one of the chutes. 

James-"Robots!" 

Several robots-just like the one at the fortress-are lined up, with their arms and legs coiled around themselves. The one at the front starts beeping,then without warninig slides forwad-James and Bill leadping out of it’s way. Robots pour out of the other chutes, unfurling their arms and legs-flying towards Goliath. On the platform, some box-shaped robots start shooting bolts of energy at the airship. James and Bill fly up the chute and into a storage area filled with more robots. Goliath bursts into flames. 

Sheeta gasps as Muska-eyes on the hologram says "A supirior being like myself has but one option-Burn them! Don’t you agree Princess?" Sheeta-"Stop it! You got what you want. Stop it!" Sheeta manages to cut her bonds on a shard of glass and launches herself at Muska-"Give me the crystal!" Muska punches her, but notices that he’s lost the crystal. The hologram disapears and Muska chases after Sheeta-who has run back to the door.

Sheeta starts slamming on the blank wall, where the door had been. 

Muska wades slowly through the reeds calling out-"Be a good girl and give the crystal back. She hammers the door again-"PLEASE OPEN UP!" 

The door re-appears and she falls through-and starts to run! Muska merely walks slowly behind her-knowing she will tire out, calling out soft cooing phrases-"Be reasonalble. There’s no way you can escape. Only I can help you." 

Sheeta runs through corridor after corridor-with only black pillars,roots and the occassional de-activated robot. She tries using the crystal on the walls, but nothing happens-Muska’s laughter ringing through the halls. Then she hears a bang and a familiar voices calling her name. She peers through a gap in roots, spotting James and Bill. Bill-"Sheeta stand back, we’ll bast through these roots." 

Sheeta-"No! Take this. Hurry Muska’s coming!" She throws the crystal in, then screams. A second later Muska’s crystal appears in the gap and fires (ok, 2 possible effects. 1.Muska misses. 2. Billy’s horn is blasted off-I know you really want him to loose it) 

Muska-"You better keep that crystal if you want to see the girl alive." and he runs after Sheeta. James fires the hand cannon at the roots. Crawling through the hole, they run in the direction of Muska. In the distance...a gun shot is heard.

Sheeta runs into another large circular chamber-with huge statues in humanoid form with crude faces and limbs seated in thrones around the room. In front of her is another tangle of huge roots. Muska appears behind her and fires his gun, causing her to fall. 

Muska-coldly-"Get up princess." 

Sheeta trembles as she stands, facing her nemisis. 

Muska-"How appropiate that we’ve ende up in the throne room. Now get over here!" 

Sheeta-"This is no longer a throne room.This is a tomb for both for us. You see, a king without compassion does not deserve a kingdom. You will never possess the crystal! You and I will die here, together. Now I understand why the people of Laputa vanished. No matter how many weapons you have, no matter how great your technology might be, the world cannot live without love." 

*Bang*

Muksa fires his gun again, blasting off one of her pigtails "Laputa will live again. It’s power is the dream of all-human and dragon!" He shoots off her other pigtail. "Your ears are next, if you do not bow to me." 

James and Bill appear from another passage. James raises the cannon. 

Bill-"Get back! We’ve hidden the crystal. Kill us and you’ll never find it." 

Muska laughs-"Go ahead! Use that cannon. Sheeta will die either way if you don’t give me the crystal!"

Bill-”We’ll give you the crystal, if you let us talk to Sheeta.”

Sheeta-”No! Run away, throw the crystal into the ocean!”

Muska thinks for a minute then-”I’ll give you one minute.” He moves away. Bill and James run over to Sheeta as Muska reloads his pistol.

Bill in a whisper-”Sheeta, listen carefully. Tell us the “Spell of Destruction”. Don’t worry the others are safe. It’s just us and Muska.”

James opens his hand to reveal the crystal. Sheeta takes his hand and Bill places his hand on her’s. She whispers in their ears.

Muska-”Time’s up. What’s your answer?”

They turn to him, James throwing the hand-cannon to the floor. They raise their hands and say the spell-”Abyios.”

Blue light bursts from the crystal and it shoots out of their hands-throwing them against the roots. In the second chamber, the huge crystal bursts from the roots and into the first chamber, sending the hieroglyphic cubes flying in all directions. The walls of the chamber begin to break up. Muska- caught in the full glare of the crystal stumbles around blindly as the walls of the chamber shatter. The entire black dome collapses, along with the outer walls.

In the Tigermoth

Pirate-”We can’t wait any longer!”

Dola-”All right, shove off.”

The flaptors back out if the hanger and fly through falling rubble and robots to a safe distance. They hover-joined in a line- watching mournfully

Pirate-sniffling-”I’m gonna miss those guys”

Dola-”They used the destructor codes to save Laputa from Muska’s greed.”

She gasps as a blue light shines through the roots left hanging in mid-air. The whole castle begins to rise.

Dola-”That tree’s getting away with our treasure!”

She grabs the controls of the first flaptor and tries to steer the whole line upwards.

In amongst the roots-Sheeta,Bill and James wake up. 

James-looking down-"Whew, lucky these roots were here." 

Sheeta-"Of course we helped the tree, now it helped us." 

They find the Kite nearby. Sheeta flies it as James and Bill fly along with her. They hear clanking again and see the robot in the garden, several of the animals following it. Then it was out of sight and soon Laputa was but a small speck in the distance. 

Meanwhile: 

Dola-"Why aren’t we gaining altitude?" Pirate-"We’re too heavy." 

Sheeta-"Hey Dola!" Everyone looks up to see Sheeta in the kite and the two dragons swooping towards them and give cries and whoops of delight. Sheeta jumps onto one of the flaptors (a pirate holds the kite) and hugs Dola. 

James-landing on a flaptor-"Wow you’re all ok. This is great!"

Pom-"No it’s not! My little ship is gone!" 

Bill-"And so’s all that scientific importance! Goodbye dream of making the headlines!" 

Dola-"Hey! We’re alive isn’t that important? And we’ll get a new ship." 

Later on: Sheeta,Pik and Ace are in the kite, while the others fly around them, waving farewell to the pirates as they fly back to the island.

Based on the chapter "Laputa" from Guliver’s Travels by Johnnathan Swift.

